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new, free, online computer program has been deveioped to

ease the daunting task of omarising, chairng and

administering conferances, Daveloped by Univarsity of
Gueansiand iInformation Technology School's Associate Professor
Brian Lovel!l the conference and meating softwara, called Commenoe
{shert for Confarence and Masting Managament with Electronic
Notification and Committes Exchanges) can be accessed and sed
through any web browser and aliows the user to collet, review,
accapt or réject and edit papers and conference submissions.

Commance can also manage scheduling and craate a program and
GArt even pint name-tags.

“It's effectively 8 browser-managed apphcation that handles most
of the paperwork for a confarenca,” Lovell says. "The administrator
can aven delegate various miles 1o different chairs. You can scale |t up
1o run guite large events,"”

Lovedl, who with the halp of his students, adapted the program lor
onling use. says he onginally designed the software for himself,

"I wrote it for myselt whan | wanted to run confersnces.” ha SOYS
“It solved the probdam of not being able to find any software that |
could install on our network, ™

Since its adapiation for onling, Loviell says that he has beer able to
use [t-anywhera there is a computer.

"I've been gverseas and |'ve been reading reviaws and accepting
and rejecting papers from my laplop,” be says. “Once it's instalied,
you can reslly adminkster it from anywhers. You don'l have to have
physiosl access tothe machine that it nins ogn."

And, In an act of great magnanimity far the conferance-going
academic camimunity, Lovell degided 1o makes it avallable for others to
use —frea of charge,

The software has baan used for over 25 international conferences
already and has been translated inte six languages,

The wabsite receives about 4000 hits and 250 downloads 2 manth,

Werd of mouth and exposuns o' the software @ proving 1o be its
greatast sales pitch.

“Ii somebody installed the software for & conference whers there am
200 delegates, those people get exposed o the software anch i any of
them decide to un a conference they might dedlde ta el a copy of it."

it's price point, zero, is ohvioushy 8 major attraction for Commaence
- similar programs need'to be paid for,

“Students contributed to the project and | don't pay them, they do
it for experience,” he says. "And if they're going to work on & project,
then I'm not geing to charge for it

“It's a very good way lo expose your unl to the outslda warld,” ha
says. "l encourage other peopla in the academic CoTaTiUnity bo piat
samething back inta the community instead of just taking stuff fram
overseas.”

Commenca can be downloaded from
http:/fsourceforge.net/projects/iaprecommence/



