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LJINTERNATIONAL STUDENTS UNION DAY

If you hear words of “International Students
Union Day”, what kind of day do you think it is?

Is it a day where a big party of international stu-
dents is held? Is it a day where all international
students around the globe gather together in a
big event? Or it might be a day where an associ-
ation of international students is established?
Let’s find out the answer through this article.

Considering the increasing number of interna-
tional students in Tokyo Tech (by 2007 Tokyo
Tech has more than 1000 international students
coming from 72 different countries) and being
conscious that an organization and unity among
international students is needed for the further-
ance of their common objectives, international
students of Tokyo Tech were determined to build
an association.

The name of Tokyo Tech International
Students Association, abbreviated as TISA, was
founded on October 5", 2007 in a routine round-
table meeting between the International Student
Center and international students of Tokyo Tech.
In this meeting, TISA’s first constitution was
approved and became the starting point of its
establishment process. The photo below is show-
ing the roundtable meeting attendees taking a
picture together after the meeting. From this
meeting, TISA is then expected to become the
association that will unify all international stu-
dents in Tokyo Tech.

As stated detailed in the constitution, TISA is a
non-political and non-sectarian association.
These are the objectives of TISA:

Roundtable meeting attendees on Oct.5, 2007
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1. To support international students of Tokyo
Tech,

2. To convey a single voice of international stu-
dents to the university management,

3. To enlarge the human resources network
among Tokyo Tech students around the
globe,

4. To promote cross cultural understanding
among Tokyo Tech students,

5. To create and organize useful academic,

educational, social, cultural and recreational
activities in the best interest of the Associa-
tion and its members.

All international students of Tokyo Tech includ-
ing short-term training and seminar students
can be members of TISA upon entering Tokyo
Tech.

Besides the International Student Center who
always supports TISA for its establishment, the
Tokyo Tech Alumni Association, known as
Kuramae Kogyokai, is also giving their full sup-
port to TISA. In the Tokyo Tech Sport Festival
2007, the first event that was organized by
TISA, Kuramae Kogyokai gave its support by
donating the prizes and drinks for the partici-
pants. The Student Support Center and Health
Service Center of Tokyo Tech also gave supports
to TISA in this event.

Tokyo Tech Sport Festival 2007 is one exam-
ple activity that was organized by TISA with
respect to its objectives. This event was held on
December 8", 2007. In this event, international

-

K "
Closing ceremony of Tokyo Tech Sport Festival on
Dec. 8, 2007

students and Japanese students were cooperat-
ing together either as a volunteer or as a partici-
pant to enhance their friendship and solidity.

There are many other activities that TISA will
present in the future as the umbrella of unity
among international students of Tokyo Tech.

At this time, TISA is still being managed by a
small group called the founding committee. TISA
has not chosen its President yet. This committee
currently consists of several international stu-
dents representing 14 different countries, China,
Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, Malaysia,
Indonesia, Philippines, Iran, Pakistan, Nepal,
Canada, Netherlands, USA, and Peru. One big
mission of this committee is to find the first
President of TISA. Through a general assembly
meeting inviting all international students of
Tokyo Tech, a new record will be written in
Tokyo Tech. The first President of TISA will be
elected and this moment may then be known as
the International Students Union Day of Tokyo
Tech.

To get to the International Students Union
Day, there are still a lot of efforts have to be
done. A good cooperation and collaboration
among international students is absolutely need-
ed. So, let's come and join us in TISA to work
together making this dream become reality.

(Farid Triawan*, Department of Mechanical

Sciences and Engineering, Graduate School
of Science and Engneering, Master Student
1%t year, TISA founding committee member)

[ITOKYO TECH SPORTS FESTIVAL 2007

Minasan, ganbatte! That was the cheer of the
organizers and participants as the year’s grand-
est sports event of Tokyo Tech unfolded last
December 8, 2007 at the O-okayama gymnasi-
um and field. It was a successful event that gave
players and organizers a chance to share their
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talents and creativity in pursuing a more holistic
and enjoyable life in the university. It was the
goal of the event to enhance the ties and friend-
ships of the international students, where they
can have a common venue to interact and share
a common international language through
sports.

The sports festival featured basketball and fut-
sal as the two challenging events, inviting more

Opening Ceremony (From right: Mr. Farid, Vice
President Prof. Muta, Assoc. Prof. Saito of Health
Service Center, Assoc. Prof. Sato of Int'l Student
Center, Mr. Hong, Ms. Akino)

Sport Festival Participants are gathering in Tokyo
Tech Gymnasium.

Enhancing friendship through sports

than 150 participants and 30 organizers from
more than 21 different countries and nationali-
ties. 14 teams kicked-off for the futsal event
while the basketball event managed 7 fiercely
competitive teams as they battled from morning
to late afternoon. The futsal was a 6 on 6 match
with 8 players to a team while the basketball
was on a 3 on 3 format with 5 players to a team.

Basketball (left) and Futsal (right) games

This year’s sports event was fully supported by
the university and its management. It was no
less than the Vice-President of Tokyo Tech Prof.
Muta who opened the day-long activity with a
ceremonial kick-off. Assoc. Prof. Saito also dis-
played his winning and healthy form during the
ceremonial kick as he represented the Student
Support Centre and Health Service Centre which
gave all-out support for this student-led activity.
The Tokyo Tech Alumni Association or the
Kuramae Kogyokai also gave their share of sup-
port by donating the prizes and drinks for the
participants. A surprise donation was also given
by the Korean Student Association to make the
games more interesting. It was indeed an event
to remember, as the International Student
Centre represented by Sato sensei expressed
great joy and thanks to all the participants and
organizers for a job well done.

This sports event was the fruit of the efforts of
young volunteers that shared a common dream
of uniting and making known the voice of inter-
national students. Tokyo Tech International
Students Association (TISA) was recently formed
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with the hopes of facilitating international stu-
dent activities and interaction so as to provide
better friendships and networking among stu-
dents. Led by Farid Triawan (TISA board of
directors) and Lei Xing Yang (Sports Festival
Chairman), the sports festival became a testa-
ment to what cooperation and pursuit of excel-
lence can bring. This event marks as the first
TISA organized activity and with its success
more activities are sure to follow.

Introduction of the volunteers in the opening cere-
mony (From right, Mr. Tanyanupart, Mr. Lei, Mr.
Mochizuki, Mr. Oh)

One Japanese student participating in the fut-
sal event could not hold back his warm thanks
as he declared that this was indeed a great
activity for Japanese and international students
to interact. It was interesting to note that this
year, the teams displayed more diversity of
nationalities within teams as compared to previ-
ous sports events. This shows that more inter-
nation interaction and friendships have devel-
oped. According to Sato sensei, she was really
intent on making this activity a great success

Mr. Izunome of Kuramae Kogyokai gives the 1
prize to the winners of the futsal tournament

and she looks forward to more fruitful undertak-
ings with the newly formed organization. The
university’s support was indeed valuable for the
event; however, it was also the students and
volunteers that really made this event what it
was. “They thought it was impossible but we
made it!” exclaimed Lei, the sports commission-
er, as he thanked the volunteers for their time

and efforts shared for this meaningful event.

Ll

| e

Mr. Izunome and winners of the 1% prize in
the basketball tournament

The following is the list of volunteers who
cooperated with this sports tournament.
SECRETARIAT: Lei (Leader, China), Le Hieu Hanh

(Subleader, Vietnam), William Hong (Subleader,

Philippines), Farid Triawan (Indonesia), Junji

Watanabe, Takahiro Mochizuki (Japan), Sun

Yuning, Kanang (Thailand), Christopher Oh Jian

Li (Malaysia), Reza Aditya, Hilda (Indonesia),

Haroon Rashid (Pakistan)

FUTSAL: Keisuke Watanabe (Leader, Japan),
Mochamad Asri (Indonesia), Stefan Taal
(Holland), Li He (China)

BASKETBALL: Tanyanupart Anatana (Leader,
Thailand), Agus Susilo (Indonesia), Tatsuya
Kataoka (Japan), Dejudom, Naratip, Nopphawat,
Jutarut, Tantira, Sawannee, Patima (Thailand)

The Sports Festival 2007 was indeed an event
to remember. It achieved its primary goal of
uniting students of different nations and cultures
and was reminded that all of us do have some-
thing we can share together. That one single
day, everyone came from the same world, and
that was the world of sports. It is with high
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hopes and excitement that the organizers and

participants look forward to future activities that

would once again bring all nations together. To

all the organizers and participants, OTSUKARE-

SAMAI!

(George William Hong**, Department of Inter-
national Development Engineering, Graduate
School of Science and Engneering, Master Student
1st year, TISA founding committee member)
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United Nations University-Joint Graduate Courses (UNU-JGC)
Learning together about war and peace-
conflict studies at UNU

Sudarshan Dahal

The United Nations University- Joint Graduate
Course (UNU-JGC) in conflict studies was
organized by UNU at Tokyo from 3™ October to
19" December, 2007 with the eleven participat-
ing universities. This course contained many
aspects of conflicts in conjunction with the UN
peacekeeping missions under operation in vari-
ous parts of the world. This course introduced
us to many issues of politics, economy, social
and racial order of war-affected nations and UN
involvement for tackling with them to create
peaceful and democratic society.

First, we analyzed the mission of the UN and
the history of its development along with many
humanitarian issues that the UN has been han-
dling in the course of development. When the
UN was established, the world was under chaos
of war. The form of war among nations later
changed in the cold war era. However, many
poor nations were badly hit by their internal
conflict which was difficult to be solved on their
own. The UN was assisting those nations by
acting as mediator among conflicting groups,
providing humanitarian support, establishing
state bodies and running interim governments
so as to establish framework of liberal democ-
racy.

The course began with the case-study of con-
flict in hit countries like Afghanistan, East-
Timor and Sierra Leon. All these countries have
been served by UN peacekeeping missions. We
covered many issues of peacekeeping and
peacebuilding in these war affected countries.
The important issue of DDR (Disarmament,
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Demobilization and Reintegration) was covered,
focusing on the role of Japan, which has been
handling DDR operations in these countries. We
were very much impressed by presentations of
experienced professors and could learn about
many cases of hindrances imposed both inten-
tionally and naturally, which could make the
peacekeeping effort a much more complex
task. We could also learn how a small mistake
and misunderstanding of the responsible bodies
like governments could instigate the mass
killing of innocent people.

Another issue we learned was the role of
journalism in the conflict. We had a very
famous journalist of Asia Press who served in
Iraq during US led military operation there. We
learned how reports of one journalist could
affect the views of the people. During the war
time, most of the media were affected by
biased information representing one-sided
views. We also learned how important it is for
the media to cover and echo the grievances of
the people who really suffered from the war.
Reports by journalists could be an effective
means to make people think about the legiti-
macy of the war in terms of human value.

The course also covered the issue of funding
for peacekeeping, peacebuilding and infrastruc-
ture development. Many international donor
agencies are funding the peace keeping and
peace building operations. We learned how
these funding resources are planned and how
hard the UN has to struggle to obtain the fund
required for the peace keeping missions. The
form of funding could be grants or loans and it
is an important issue to decide in which way we
should provide financial assistance, which is
depend on the extremity of conflict and their
capacity of repayment. The preconditions of
sanctioning loans and securing repayment are
another important issue for donor agencies.

Lastly, we studied about the Japan’s role in

international politics, especially in the context
of the article 9 of the Japanese Constitution.
Although there are many debates and reflec-
tions on this issue, it seems that most of
Japanese people are pacifist in nature and that
with the article 9, Japan could have enjoyed its
excellent economic prosperity and good political
reputation in the international arena. That's
why Japan has been quite often invited to act
as a mediator for peacekeeping operations.

The course encouraged all the participating
students to express their views and discuss
about several topics. We could learn many
things by the class discussions and informal
meetings among students. Our group was com-
prised of the students of various backgrounds,
but many of them major in conflict related
studies. Many of them have already had experi-
ences in conflict studies either through real
experiences or academic field works in the con-
flict hit countries. Furthermore, the term
papers we were requested to write about con-
crete cases have further sharpened our under-
standings on conflict study.

This course was a really useful opportunity
for gaining a good insight of fundamental
issues of conflict for the participating students.
The dedicated and well experienced professors
and the strong motivations of participating stu-
dents has made this course successful. Truly, it
was a wonderful experience for us.

(M1, Department of Electrical and Electronics
Engineering, Graduate School of Science and
Engineering)
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United Nations University-Joint Graduate Courses (UNU-JGC)

UNU-JGC Course II “Conflict Studies:
Prevention and Peacebuilding”

Gudny Nielsen

Education is a privilege of the fortunate. A
university degree is simply an impossibility for
most people in the world. While millions of chil-
dren lack basic education, whole nations will
continue being dependent on industrialised and
developed countries for aid if they are ever to
get out of the vicious cycle of poverty.

Here we are, sitting at desks in comfortably
heated labs, running programs on computers
and performing experiments - seeking solutions
to problems that just seem trivial when the rest
of the world is struggling at the basic task of
obtaining water.

How can we, having been given this incredi-
ble opportunity, not understand the responsibil-
ity we carry?

Tokyo Institute of Technology is one of
eleven universities that sponsor courses given
at the United Nations University (UNU) in
Shibuya. The context of these so-called Joint
Graduate Courses vary from year to year. This
year, the following three were taught: "Human
Rights and Humanitarian Assistance”, “Conflict
Studies: Prevention and Peacebuilding” and
“International Development: Human Security
and Poverty Reduction”.

Planning on pursuing a career in develop-
ment while coming from a relatively conflict-
free Iceland, I recognize my limited experience
in that field and so I joined the corresponding
course.

Once a week I take part in a lively two and a
half hour debate on various issues related to

conflict resolution led by experienced UN offi-
cials. The participants are of diverse nationali-
ties, from all the sponsoring universities. We
communicate in English.

Thus far, we've examined Japan’s involve-
ment in projects of Disarmament, Demobilisa-
tion and Reintegration (DDR) in Afghanistan,
Sierra-Leone and Timor Leste. For more than
40 years, Japan has been a major contributor
of Official Development Assistane (ODA)
towards peace and sustainable development in
the world. Recently, the government has taken
an initiative to become more visible in this
assignement, not only by means of financial
support, but by actual participation on location.

This is an enormous opportunity for gradu-
ates of Tokyo Tech.

Japanese students who are interested in pur-
suing a career on an international level now
have the chance to participate wholly in the big
fight against the incredible inequities in the
world. A graduate from Tokyo Tech is at an
advantage, having received a first-rate educa-
tion in science and technology. With an exten-
sive training in research, the graduate has an
eye for discovering a problem, identifying its
causes and searching for a feasible method to
achieve the best solution to it.

Finding a solution to problems of developing
countries can be stated in a simplified manner:
Discovering how to benefit as many people as
possible with the available resources.

It is troubling to know that a large part of the
problems faced by developing countries already
has established best solutions in developed
countries, but due to information shortfall, they
have not been implemented. Thus, the need for
specialists in the field of development is great.

However, there is a limited number of ex-
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perts willing to work in developing countries.
For most ordinary people, finding an excuse not
to participate is easy. Economically, it may not
seem beneficial to them. Circumstances in
those countries are often chaotic and when
resources are scarce, looking for answers can
just seem too complicated. In some cases,
there is also the question of safety. Whatever
the reason may be, it just makes fixing the
problem all the more important.

In a competitive society, it is easy to loose
sight of what’s going on beyond the reach of
our own lives. People get trapped in their daily
routines, catching only a glimpse of what’s tak-
ing place in the world around us by occasionally
watching the news. Granted, some of us make
an effort to be informed of world issues, but
what is that knowledge worth, if we don't make
use of it? Really.

To those who pose the same question, I rec-
ommend enrolling in the UN Joint Graduate
Courses. Not only do students learn about vari-
ous UN missions and projects being implement-
ed all over the world, they also get to interact
with UN staff who has personal experience in
the field. The classes are interactive and every-
one has an opportunity to raise questions and
challenge exsisting methods through active dis-
cussions.

To me, the course has been an invaluable
source of information that has given me a clear
understanding of what kind of role I want to
play in the world. I cannot imagine fighting for
a worthier cause.

(M1, Department of Industrial Engineering
and Management, Graduate School of
Decision Science and Technology)
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